38                FOLK-DANCE OF MAHARASHTRA
to the merit and skill displayed by the various groups.
There is the village-headman, and panchas (umpires or judges)
who decide and their decision is seldom questioned. To
judge the merit in this competition is not very difficult.
Questions are put either plain or in songs by a party or by
the panchas to other competing groups, The order of merit
is decided on the number of questions a party has been able
to solve. Sufficient time is allowed to the groups for con-
sultations. The party outdoing all others is naturally
entitled to the highest prize, i. e. the most costly turban.
The competition starts from about ten at night and may last
even up to ten the next morning.
The village which holds this competition has to provide
the guests wiih ineals, tea. tobacco and betel-leaves. The
expenses are met from subscription from amongst the resi-
dents of the inviting village. To hold such a competition,
which is considered a great honour, the village has to incur
an expenditure of 50 to 100 rupees according to the number
of groups invited. If there are more competitions than one
to be held in the same area, days other than Balipratipada
are chosen and announcement is made to that effect suffi-
ciently in advance. Groups from the surrounding area,
generally within the radius of 12 or at times 16 miles
participate. The number of participants in a group varies
from eight to forty.
Tripurl pournima, the full-moon day of Kartik marks
the beginning of kala or jatra performances, a form of
Dczshavatars.This should not be confused with the kala: dance
of the Gokulashtml festival, though the name is identical
and the breaking of liandi* common. There are parties like
dramatic companies, who give their performances at fixed
places on fixed days and are invited by persons, some of whom
even get Government grants for this purpose. This type of
Dashavataris chiefly in vogue in the southern part of Ratnagiri
district. Qa Malvan side, the members of dahlkala or jatra
parties, locally known as Dashantri* belong generally to the
Devali caste. This restriction is.not very strictly followed,
specially when adequate number of actors from that class is
not forthcoming. The actor-performing the xole of Krishna